
Parent Information Session

Reading P – 2 



Tonight’s session…

•Beliefs around Reading 
•Why is Reading so important?
•What does reading look like
at school?
•How you can help? 
•Questions????? 



Reading at Rochedale State School 

•We believe that reading is the process of 
understanding texts to encourage thinking. 
•It is meaning making.
•Reading should foster a positive 

atmosphere and encourage our children 
to love reading.   



Every child, 
every 
night, 
reads!



Why?



Why Reading?

•Research tells us that a child struggling to read 
competently by the end of Year 3 may continue 
to experience challenges with their learning. 

•This highlights the importance of reading in the 
early years and the need to ensure children are 
provided with enough reading mileage. 



Reading is extremely complex

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj19s6kiIXUAhWKwlQKHUhMB0gQjRwIBw&url=http://domainsofreading.pbworks.com/w/page/28885154/5 Domains of Reading&psig=AFQjCNFqK2hwHz0oR_0IjrWAR5viwGDMfQ&ust=1495596236301511
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj19s6kiIXUAhWKwlQKHUhMB0gQjRwIBw&url=http://domainsofreading.pbworks.com/w/page/28885154/5 Domains of Reading&psig=AFQjCNFqK2hwHz0oR_0IjrWAR5viwGDMfQ&ust=1495596236301511


Captain Readit
To help encourage students to read, we use our own superhero Captain 
Readit. Captain Readit works with children and motivates them to read 
and set goals with their reading. 
Students are provided with opportunities
to receive a reading award/ticket. This 
is then placed in Captain Readit’s box 
in the library and a winner from each 
year level is announced on parade each 
week. Winners are allowed to choose a 
book from Captain Readit’s Treasure Chest
found in the library. 



Early Reading 

What are the pre-reading strategies?

• Identifying and knowing letter name and sounds

• Becoming familiar with words (vocabulary) – sight words

• Concepts of print 
• Reading left to right 

• Text holds a message

• There are sentences (text structure)

• Connecting this knowledge to their writing –

expanding their ability to communicate 



Sight Words 



Reading in classrooms

Reading in your child’s classroom can happen a variety of different ways…

• Modelled Reading 

• Shared Reading 

• Guided Reading 

• Independent Reading 

Each of these aspects of reading provides an opportunity (either 
collaboratively or independently) to rehearse explicitly taught strategies. 



Modelled Reading 



Independent Reading 



Decoding and Comprehension 

Decoding

In the lower school, 
decoding and 

comprehension are explicitly 
taught.



Decoding and Comprehension 
In the lower school, decoding and comprehension are explicitly taught.

Comprehension



Measuring Reading Development

• Throughout these aspects of reading, teachers collect observations 
and carry out assessment to make informed decisions about your 
child’s reading development. 

• These assessment tools allow teachers to identify strengths and 
weaknesses to monitor your child’s progress and set reading goals.

• Although students operate at a particular level – our primary focus is 
on a child’s reading behaviour. Students’ learning needs are taken into 
consideration and learning experiences/assessment are modified to 
ensure all students are provided with opportunities to succeed in 
reading. 



• Rochedale State School promotes a positive culture around 
goal setting. Teachers provide feedback to students about their 
reading and work with each child to create a personal reading 
goal. 

• These goals, as mentioned earlier, focus on 
behaviour/strategies rather than an attainment level. 

• Children are encouraged to work towards this goal via key 
strategies when reading at school and at home. 



Reading at home

Although it’s important to provide opportunities for 
your child to exercise reading strategies at home – it is 
MORE important that children develop a love of 
literature. To do this, it is important that parents…

• …make time to read to/with their children

• …ask questions about their child’s interests in reading

• …expose them to a variety of different texts/authors

• …visit the library or book store and excite your child 
about books.



What does reading at home look like?
It is important that parents take time to not only model good reading, 
but model how to get excited about a story/text. Exaggerate the 
emotions a text can contain and spread these emotions through to the 
child. Try hard to animate the characters and their voices. Reading 
sessions that excite the child will help them engage with the text and 
build a love for the story/reading. Take opportunities to discuss some of 
the plot/words/characters…

• Why did a character behave this way?

• What would you do?

• What do you think is going to happen 

next? 



Home Reading Resources

Although promoting a positive culture around reading is important, 
we need to ensure the text students are reading is appropriate for 
their developmental level. Texts can either be…

EASY INSTRUCTIONAL DIFFICULT 

Texts used for home reading should be EASY. This is because during 
home reading, children need to experience success and build their 
fluency and expression. 



Vocabulary Development

• This is a perfect time to extend your child’s understanding of 
language.

• Check for understanding - even simple words may not be clear

• Remember, reading is about making meaning. A child cannot visualise 
something they don’t understand. 

• Young children are often very literal

eg His nose was running…

villain



On-line Reading Programs
• Bug Club

• Reading Eggs

• Apps – Teach your monster to read



Handouts:
some helpful 
suggestions





Suggested Readings 



Questions 
and 

Answers 


