
• "So please, oh PLEASE, we beg, we pray, go 
throw your TV set away. And in its place you 

can install, a lovely bookshelf on the wall." 

• — Roald Dahl

• "The more that you read, the more things you 
will know. The more you learn, the more places 

you'll go." 

• — Dr. Seuss

• "There is more treasure in books than in all the 
pirate's loot on Treasure Island." 

• — Walt Disney

Feedback…
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Tonight’s session…
• What is VRA???

• Reading at Rochedale

• Why read?

• Reading complexities

• Reading @ school

• Reading @ home



Reading at Rochedale State School 

• We believe that reading is the process of 
understanding texts to encourage thinking. 

• It is meaning making.
• Reading at home should foster a positive atmosphere 

and encourage our children 
to love reading.
• Maturing and advanced readers have specific 

instruction needs and benefit from continued home 
practice & support.



Every child, 
every night, 

reads!



Why Reading?

• Reading is the fundamental skill upon which all formal 

education depends.  

• Research tells us that a child struggling to read competently 

by the end of Year 3 may continue to experience challenges 

with their learning. 

• The importance of ‘reading mileage’.



Why?



Reading is extremely complex

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj19s6kiIXUAhWKwlQKHUhMB0gQjRwIBw&url=http://domainsofreading.pbworks.com/w/page/28885154/5 Domains of Reading&psig=AFQjCNFqK2hwHz0oR_0IjrWAR5viwGDMfQ&ust=1495596236301511
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj19s6kiIXUAhWKwlQKHUhMB0gQjRwIBw&url=http://domainsofreading.pbworks.com/w/page/28885154/5 Domains of Reading&psig=AFQjCNFqK2hwHz0oR_0IjrWAR5viwGDMfQ&ust=1495596236301511


Maturing and Advanced Readers
The most effective strategies can be condensed to the 
following:

• Activation of prior knowledge

• Prioritising information

• Questioning the author and the text

• Evoking sensory images (visualising)

• Drawing inferences

• Retelling or synthesizing

• Using fix-up strategies to repair comprehension     

(National Reading Panel, 2000)



In addition… 
• Stamina, persistence and comfort with ambiguity

• Know that ‘good readers’ do get stuck

• Know how to navigate complex non-fiction texts

• Know what works for them and when to stop reading to clarify 

• How to connect to a community of readers

• Choosing books

• Keeping track of characters

• Support their thinking with evidence from the text



Author 
techniques –
analytical and 
critical thinking Clues from the 

text – Own 
thinking

Right there

Within the text

Beyond the text

About the text



Inferential Comprehension - Beyond the Text

• Students encouraged to be a ‘detective’ i.e. find clues + own thinking 

• Inferential comprehension is the ability to process written information and 
understand the underlying meaning of the text. 

• Students need to determine deeper meaning that is not explicitly stated. 

• Inferential comprehension requires readers to:
 combine ideas

 draw conclusion

 interpret and evaluate information

 identify tone and voice



Evaluative Comprehension
About the text

• When evaluating text, students are asked to put themselves 
into the mind of the author.

• Analyse, be critical…

• Example: Do you think it was right for Little Red Riding Hood’s mother to 
send her off into the woods alone? Why or why not? 

• Why did the author…? 

• Is this a good title for this story? Why (not)? 

• What makes  the  title, a good one for this  book? 

• What did ______ learn? How do you know this? 

• Why do you think the writer said ………? 

• What did the writer mean by ……… ? 



Vocabulary and Visualisation – the 2 big Vs

• Vocabulary is increased by reading and being read to 

The Matthew Effect

• Vocabulary is one of the most significant factors that 
affect reading comprehension

• Great readers make pictures in their head



Vocabulary in Context

TIER 1 TIER 2 TIER 3

house 
dog 
friend 
yellow 
hot 
many 
dance 
shoes 
lettuce

gather 
announce
glance 
fragrance 
expensive
vintage
profound
strident

Coorong
blunderbuss
democracy
cockles
sulphur
photosynthesis
inertia



Vocabulary Development

• Engage in intentional conversation 
about word meaning

• Learning vocab requires at least 8-10 
repeats of the word 

• Students need to use new words a 
variety of ways, analysing and 
exploring the contextualised 
meanings 

villain



From pages 2,3: The Last Thirteen by James Phelan
I reach into my pocket and retrieve a dark crystal sphere. 

‘Yes, that’s it.’ The blurred figure seems to shimmer at a 
higher frequency as though excited. ‘Give it to me.’

‘And then?’

‘Then …then I might let your friend live.’

‘And everyone else?’

The figure shrugs and every movement of its form leaves a 
slight disturbance in the air around it, a smoky haze. It’s as 
though I can sense a grisly smile behind the mask.

‘One click of my fingers,’ its voice quietens and becomes 
more  ominous,  ‘and everything around us burns. Think 
about that golden boy. Everyone. Gone.’





Reading in classrooms
Reading in your child’s classroom can happen a variety of 
different ways…
• Modelled Reading

• Shared Reading

• Guided Reading

• Independent Reading

• UOI

• Differentiation – Bug Club/Reading Eggs

Each of these aspects of reading provides an opportunity 
(either collaboratively or independently) to rehearse 
explicitly taught strategies. 



Modelled Reading 
• think-alouds - focus on the process of thinking 

• is ‘how to’ information about the mental activity of making 
sense

• the adult does all work

• makes explicit the knowledge and skills readers use to gain 
meaning

• uses opportunity to explicitly teach decoding and 
comprehension strategies, grammar, phonological and 
phonemic awareness, phonics, contextual knowledge



Shared Reading 
• Allows teachers and students to examine the 

process of reading together
• Demonstrates how texts work and reading 

strategies
• vocabulary
• thinking processes
• language development
• Model enjoyment of reading
• Organise thinking e.g. graphic organisers
• to discuss and reason with others
• Uses levels of questioning to develop deep 

thinking



Guided Reading 
• intensive small group learning
• Teacher supports students as they talk, read and think through 

a text to problem-solve and construct meaning
• to rehearse new and previously taught focus skills and 

strategies
• to model, share and incorporate new learning
• to incorporate reading mileage, fluency and phrasing with 

familiar texts
• to build students’ ability to think through explicit and timely 

feedback
• to assess the success of previous learning



Independent Reading 

Researchers have consistently found a 
strong relationship between the 
volume students read and their 

reading achievement.



Independent Reading 
•  dramatically increased quantities of reading during the day. (Allington:2006)

•   major source of vocabulary acquisition

•   familiar text- increases reading mileage, stamina and attention to reading

•   builds fluency and expression, structure and vocabulary, problem-solving

•   encourages a love of reading and reinforce the importance of reading

•   encourages students to engage in reading – information/enjoyment 

•   assists students to develop as confident, competent readers 

•   provides students with opportunities to experiment with and evaluate
methods of reading and learn from their experiences (Annandale et al, 2004)



Measuring Reading Development
• Throughout these aspects of reading, teachers collect observations 

and carry out assessment to make informed decisions about your 
child’s reading development.

• These assessment tools allow teachers to identify strengths and 
weaknesses to monitor your child’s progress and set reading goals.

• Although students operate at a particular level – our primary focus is 
on a child’s reading behaviour. Students’ learning needs are taken into 
consideration and learning experiences/assessment are modified to 
ensure all students are provided with opportunities to succeed in 
reading.



• Rochedale State School promotes a positive culture around goal 
setting. Teachers provide feedback to students about their reading 
and work with each child to create a personal reading goal. 

• These goals, as mentioned earlier, focus on behaviour/strategies 
rather than an attainment level. 

• Children are encouraged to work towards their goal via key 
strategies when reading at school and at home.



Choosing texts for Home Reading



Reading at home
What are some ways to encourage maturing 
and advanced readers?
Continue being a good role model - Let your child see you read.

Encourage/resource/praise Voluntary Reading Activity (VRA).

Keep a variety of reading materials in the house - Make sure to 
have reading materials for enjoyment as well as for reference.

Ask to hear your child reading aloud - Frequently listen to your 
child read out loud and praise her often as she does so. Offer to 
read every other page or even every other chapter to your child. 
Have conversations and discussions about the book with your child.

Assign lengthier books to challenge students and increase stamina

Challenge them with conceptual depth of understanding



Reading at home cont…

What are some ways to encourage maturing and advanced 
readers?
Establish a reading time, even if it's only 10 minutes each day - Make 
sure there is a good reading light in your child's room and stock her 
bookshelves with books and magazines that are easy to both read 
and reach.

Talk with your child - Talking makes children think about their 
experiences more and helps them expand their vocabularies. 

Restrict screen time - The less time your child spends watching 
television, the more time he/she will have for reading-related 
activities.

Visit the library regularly-Our school and local libraries have great 
resources.

Work in partnership with your child's teacher

Ask Open Questions about the book your child is reading



Closed Questions:
• Do you like this book?
• Do you like this character?
• It’s a good story isn’t it?
• Do you like reading?
• Are you good at reading?
• Do you like this kind of story?

Change these questions so that the 
answers cannot be yes or no.

• What do you like about this book?
• What do you think of this character?
• Why do you think this is a good story?
• What’s great about reading?
• Why are you a good reader?
• What is it about these stories that you 

like so much?

Open Questions:





Suggested Readings 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-6
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-5
www.kidsreads.com

Some suggested titles/authors
David Walliams
Kate DiCamillo
The White Giraffe – Lauren St John
Good Night stories for Rebel Girls – Elena Favilli and Francesca Cavallo

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-6
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-5
http://www.kidsreads.com/


Handouts:
some helpful suggestions



Questions 
and Answers 



• "So please, oh PLEASE, we beg, we pray, go 
throw your TV set away. And in its place you 

can install, a lovely bookshelf on the wall." 

• — Roald Dahl

• "The more that you read, the more things you 
will know. The more you learn, the more places 

you'll go." 

• — Dr. Seuss

• "There is more treasure in books than in all the 
pirate's loot on Treasure Island." 

• — Walt Disney

Feedback…


